
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Academic Requirements
To obtain a Master’s degree, applicants must have an 
undergraduate degree (Bachelor’s degree or an equiva-
lent degree) with a minimum of 180 ECTS credits or a 
higher degree (e.g. a German »Magister« or »Diplom«) 
from an accredited university. 
In justified exceptional cases, applicants with exceptional 
artistic skills whose CVs lack one or more of these formal 
requirements may request to enroll in the programme as 
advanced training participants.

Work Experience
Applicants must have worked in the field of film or media 
production for at least one year.

Language Skills
Good German and good English language skills are 
required: Applicants who did not obtain their university 
entrance qualification at a German-speaking institution 
must provide proof of good knowledge of German at 
the level of DSH-1 (“Deutsche Sprachprüfung für den 
Hochschulzugang“. The DSH-1 exam can alternatively be 
replaced by equivalent certificates or proof, like e. g. B2 
level of the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (“Gemeinsamer Europäischer Referenz-
rahmen für Sprachen”) or TestDaf level TDN 3.

In the Master‘s programme Film, media professionals 
expand and deepen their theoretical and practical know-
ledge in order to challenge and enrich audiences with 
their work. 
The programme emphasizes social relevance and theories 
of critical thinking.  Students will be enabled to reflect on 
their own positioning in their filmic practice while simul-
taneously engaging with the political, cultural and social 
implications of what produces, disrupts and/or expands 
the visual field of representation.

Students further develop their artistic personalities and 
forms of cinematic language expression through the sup-
port of renowned filmmakers, artists and academics,.

Co-Creation and innovation for 
social change
Application Materials
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APPLICATION PROCESS

APPLICATION MATERIALS

Application documents and tasks can be submitted sep-
arately (via the application form, see website) by May 1, 
2023 as a pdf file.
(maximum size 10 MB, in case of links to portfolio or sim-
ilar please do not use download links).

Forms
1. application form
2. curriculum vitae (in tabular form)
3. certified copy of your Bachelor’s degree (or equiva-
lent), German or English, please attach a certified trans-
lation if necessary (scan or photo)
4. certified copy of your Bachelor’s degree (or equiva-
lent), German or English, please attach certified transla-
tion if necessary (scan or photo)
5. if necessary, proof of good German language skills 
(DSH-1, see language skills)
Please note: In the event that you are admitted to the 
MA Film, you will probably need a certified paper copy of 
your BA certificate and your BA diploma (or comparable 
degree) plus translation, if necessary, for your obligatory 
enrollment at the TH Köln.

Tasks
1. letter of motivation (max. 5 pages in total)
The letter of motivation should include reflections on the 
following questions:
What is my area of expertise (directing, producing, cin-
ematography, screenwriting, production design, editing 
image or editing sound) and how do I define myself as a 
filmmaker?
What aspect of filmmaking would I like to explore in more 
detail in the context of my studies and how do I want to 
develop myself further? (formulation of a personal, artis-
tic research question)
What socially relevant topic(s) am I currently concerned 
with and would I like to work on as part of my studies?
In which subject area, beyond my own, would I like to 
develop further and why?
2. portfolio
Presentation of two already-realized film projects rele-
vant to the study program, on which you have substan-
tially collaborated, including a description of your role on 
the team or your contribution to the production process.

(max. 2 pages per project - including streaming links to 
the film projects, if possible).
Incomplete applications will not be accepted.

ENTRANCE EXAM / INTERVIEWS

Selected candidates will be invited to take part in an 
entrance interview, which is expected to take place 
online in late May/early June.
This part of the application process consists of a 
study-programme-related interview with the admissions 
committee and includes a groupwork task. Furthermore, 
candidates may be sent an assignment with the invita-
tion to the entrance interview, which will then also be 
discussed during the interview.

DATES

(subject to change)
Application deadline:  May 1, 2023
Announcement of shortlist: Mid-May
Entrance examination:  End of May / beginning   
 of June
Start of studies:  September 2023
Language:  German/English
Degree:  Master of Arts (M.A.)
Duration:  2 years (4 semesters, 
 full-time)
Admission:  every two years

CONTACT 

0221-920188222
masterfilm@filmschule.de

Schanzenstraße 28 | 51063 Köln
www.filmschule.de
Instagram: filmschule_koeln


